EXPLANATION
1.  Parks, Recreation, Leisure & Fitness Studies, CIP Category 31 (Noted as 3O and 3P)

Texas A&M University-Commerce currently has planning authority for Fitness and Sports (31.0501.10) at the baccalaureate level and Health and Physical Education, General (31.0501.00) and Fitness & Sports (31.0501.10) at the master’s level.
An expansion of planning authority in Sport and Recreation Management (31.0504.00) at the baccalaureate level is requested.
Rationale:
The Department of Health and Human Performance is expanding degree majors from public school educator preparation programs to degree programs that reflect the public interest in health and wellness.  Sport and recreation generated over $213 billion in 2001 producing the sixth largest share of the gross domestic product in the USA. The rapid growth and expansion of this industry has resulted in a large number of sport and recreation executive and administration positions. 
2. Health Professions & Related Clinical Sciences, CIP Category 51 (Noted as 3T and  2U) 

Texas A&M University-Commerce currently has planning authority for Health Studies (51.0000.01), Audiology/Audiologist and Speech-Language Pathology/Pathologist (51.0204.00), Health/Health Care Administration/Management (51.0701.00), and Athletic Training/Trainer (51.0913.00)

An expansion of planning authority in Health Promotion (51.2207.00) at the baccalaureate level is requested.

Rationale:

The Department of Health and Human Performance is expanding degree majors from public school educator preparation programs to degree programs that reflect the public interest in health and wellness.  Health educators are in great demand because of the growing importance of preventative health care. The importance of primary care will be shifted to health education and promotion as more insurance companies and governmental agencies start to realize the cost effectiveness of preventative health measures.
3.  Engineering, CIP Category 14 (Noted as 3D)

Texas A&M University-Commerce currently has planning authority for Industrial Engineering (14.3501.00).

An expansion of planning authority in Construction Engineering (14.0901.00) at the baccalaureate level is requested.

Rationale:

The Texas Workforce Commission notes that engineering is listed as one of the employment areas with “the greatest likelihood for potential job opportunities.”  Increased demand from high school students for engineering programs is supported by data from both SAT and ACT market analyses.  Interest in engineering is higher in Texas than at the national level, and is especially true in the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex area. At the present time, no Texas universities within northeast Texas (the service area of Texas A&M University-Commerce) offer a Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering.  In fact, no Texas public universities offer Construction Engineering degrees and only eight ABET accredited Construction Engineering degree programs exist nationwide.  
4. Engineering, CIP Category 14 (Noted as 3D)

Texas A&M University-Commerce currently has planning authority for Industrial Engineering (14.3501.00).

An expansion of planning authority in Computer Engineering (14.3301.00) at the baccalaureate level is requested.

Rationale:

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) in its “2004 Regional Plan” identifies that “of the top twenty growing occupations, the majority will be found in health, computer, and education-related fields.”  Texas A&M University-Commerce is located virtually on the border line between the THECB’s Metroplex and Upper East Texas Regions.  The University’s service region includes a major portion of both regions (i.e., the Northeast Texas geographic region). Within the Metroplex region, there are two computer engineering programs offered in the west and central parts of the area.  In the Upper East Texas Region, there are no computer engineering programs offered.  The training of scientists and engineers is critical to the economic development future of the Northeast Texas geographic region; the region served by Texas A&M University Commerce. 

