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Whether from the yearly purchase of a Christmas tree or the expressed concern about the destruction the tropical rain forest – whether a concerned logger from the Pacific Northwest who relies on the harvesting of trees to make a living or Clint Eastwood singing  “I talk to the trees, but they don’t listen to me” from “Paint Your Wagon” – the tree can take on both epic and mythic proportion.  This is the case in J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  The trees in this epic of fantasy are not a major   character, do not play a major role in the work, and although personified in the  work – do not “directly”  impact the work.  The directly here is one open to contention.  Because of the reference to trees throughout the three novels,  I want to espouse the important and continuous reference to trees and the importance of the tree as a way of showing and  presenting the important  point that nature , especially in the form of the tree, plays an elemental role linking the success of  man to success of nature.


If one has never taken the time to stand at the base of a mighty redwood and look up one might be taken aback by the majesty of a “tree?”  If one looks at a bonsai tree formed in the hands of a master and doesn’t see the aesthetic qualities it takes to produce this form of nature.  The tree can be and is by right seen as one of the oldest living things on the face of the earth – the bristlecone pine.  From Tolkien’s  mythology we are shown the  initial reference to all trees and their creation.  The two trees were made by Yavanna and Nienna  during the founding of Valinor.  During the Darkening  two trees produced light for the Valar : Telperion – the tree of silver  and Laurelin – the tree of gold.  When these trees were destroyed by Melkor and Ungoliant ; the last flower of these trees created the sun and moon.  Treebeard’s story in The Two Towers will tell readers more about trees  in the second and third ages.  Considering that humans are a part of the fourth age, readers should consider the state of trees as synonymous to our own age.  One can in the fourth age argue that trees and nature have become associative.

If one thinks about the tree and all of the forms it has been, can be, and will be; the tree becomes an enduring symbol in life as well as an intricate part of Tolkien’s  The Lord of the Rings.  The rest of this project is to examine and identify  the textual references to trees throughout LOTR which I will now use to identify Tolkien’s work. 

While gathering these, I was shocked at how many there were throughout the three volume set.  A listing of these references will follow.  This listing will be divided by the three volume set  book title, chapter headings, and by  page numbers using the Ballantine books Del Rey mass market paperback..  My intent here is not to give a detailed accounting of each reference but simply to identify the location of each reference in LOTR.  
Title of chapter        

Page #

Brief description of subject matter


FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING – BOOK ONE:
“Three is Company”

85/86

Find old hulk of tree – still alive but old –






used as resting place – HIDE!

“A Conspiracy Unmasked”
121/122
Fear of forest – link to American Lit?

”The Old Forest”

124/135  
Personification of trees of old forest







destruction of trees- natural order changing
127 element of forest time
128/129
Withywindle – queerest part of the forest



into the forest as escape – not out 

132/133
Why did they ever come to this forest?


Old Man Willow 





135

Entrance of Tom Bombadil – Nature?

“House of Tom Bombadil”
147

Description of Old Man Willow – learning 







more of natural world.

“Flight to the Ford”

231/232
Troll whole – reference to the Hobbit








corrupted trees  good- evil

BOOK TWO:

“A Journey in the Dark”
340-44

Holly – dead now but can revive – Dwarves






Elves’ relationship to trees – Moria
“Bridge at Khazad-Dun”
371

Gandalf as tree – why use this image?
“Lothlorien”


375

Fairest of all trees – Fangorn for first time

380 history of Elves – Tree people

384 Tree as a home

“The Mirror of Galadriel”
396

The Mallorn tree – nature as celestial city





407

Sam’s foreshadow of trees in Shire

“Farewell to Lorien”

418

Golden Tree – elanor flower – Sam




420

foreshadow  to the Ents
“The Great River”

427/428
Where there should be peace – natural world







is chaotic- loss of trees – naked to the world




430

Gollum uses log to get down river
THE TWO TOWERS – BOOK THREE
“The Riders of Rohan”
38+

Fear of Fangorn – aware of , not certain






Eldar days

“Uruk-Hai”


59+

escape and entrance in Fangorn – not by







choice but necessity

“Treebeard”


61

Personification of Fangorn – Treebeard





62/63

ENTish  history would be added here







Treebeard further characterized





64

Motto – hastiness?

69 difference between trees and Ents - “shepherds of the trees”





70/71

Treebeard’s verse





72/73

ent strides, entwash, enthouse – If Lembas is






sacrament, what of entdraught? Growth?

74 Interest in forests – Entwives
Title of chapter

page #

Brief description of subject matter



THE TWO TOWERS – BOOK THREE: continued

75 Treebeard’s philosophy – TIME 
 “Treebeard”


75

Treebeard’s knowledge of wizards

76 Smoke always rising from Isengard







Friendship among the trees





77

Call to action  Ents left – not many





78

Where have they all gone? Loss of 







entwives – reproduction?




78/79

Ents and trees – Lost Generation ?

80 Treebeard’s song – sing both parts 



Shelley’s “Ode to the West Wind”

81 Entmoot not place – language of Ents




84

Ents as alike as Hobbits? No!  Trees





85

Entmoot acknowledges Hobbits not orcs





87

Entmoot will last days – must hurry







Bregalad – Quickbeam





88/89

Quickbeam is very different from other







Ents
90 Entmoot  ended – Off to Isengard!

91 Surprise at quick reaction and decision  







Anger





92

fear of cooling off – strike now – Forest 






becomes alive and awakened
“The White Rider”

97

Legolas identifies forest and its age





107/108
Gandalf as Mithrandir speaks of Ents






their actions should be action of all of







Middle earth

“The Road to Isengard”
164/165
fear of impending doom of forest by all







forest is all life





167/168
The shepherds of the trees – Theoden’s 






reaction  to the Ents – all life is threatened




172

Revenge of strange trees – never seen again

“Flotsam and Jetsom”

182

Pippin on the Ents




185

Wooden staff of Saruman broken





186-187
Merry’s report of the Ents  first report of the







Hourns – trees the opposite of Treebeard’s 






motto – Acts of Ents and Huorns





188/189
Angry Ent described – victory of Ents 






described and celebrated by Quickbeam

190 Treebeard’s reaction against Saruman

191 realization that Gandalf and Treebeard had talked before – why Gandalf’s death did not



surprise Treebeard

Title of chapter

Page #

Brief description of subject matter



THE TWO TOWERS – BOOK THREE: continued
“The Voice of Saruman”
210/211
Treebeard’s introduction to Aragorn, Gimli,






Legolas – congeniality

212 Saruman will never escape our watch- 








Scouring of the Shire? Forgetful?

“The Palantir”


213

Trust given to Treebeard and other Ents
BOOK FOUR:

“Journey to the Crossroads”
350/351
Non-living trees – darkness – doom







lack of living things – not just trees but 







especially trees!  Living world  vs. this 







world.  Diction of death

THE RETURN OF THE KING – BOOK FIVE:







The rise of men – events of the war –






Minas Tirith becomes battlefield

“Minas Tirith”


10

What should be White tree is dead or







dying – banner – THE KING! Is needed

“Battle of  Pelennor Fields”
122

Banner unfurled by Aragorn







Disaster into HOPE!

BOOK SIX:

“The Tower of Cirith Ungol”
195

Remembrance of Bilbo’s verse – nature 







in place devoid helps them to continue

“The Field of Cormallen”
250/251
reference to living world – trees abound







Sam’s inquisitive nature of trees

“The Stewart and the King”
270

Aragorn feels the war is ended but the White







tree has not come back

271 Theme of book – seeds have been planted







Feed and give time to develop and nourish

“Many Partings”

277

Travel to Fangorn  to see talking trees
278 Treegarth of Orthanc – Treebeard still angry

279 What of Saruman? – his problem was too much haste – Saruman has nothing – mercy



Released 7 days earlier – link to “Paradise



Lost”

280 return of Orthanc to King- Ents given valley



Forests may go but time of Ents passing



Entwives gone – end of Fellowship 



Ent inclusion?

281 Treebeard’s goodbyes – world is changing







Is it for the better? Goodbyes to Hobbits
“Homeward Bound”

295

Sam’s vision from mirror is coming true







cut down trees – fulfillment of 







foreshadowing


“Scouring of the Shire”
303

Changed Shire from tree perspective





307

Change at Bag End





322

Party tree cut down – loss of innocence
Title of chapter

Page #

Brief description of subject matter



THE RETURN OF THE KING – BOOK SIX: continued

“The Grey Havens”

330

Galadriel’s gift to Sam – replanting of the 







Shire especially the Party tree  

331 The Mallorn tree – rejuvenation of the 



Shire – Time heals all wounds

Appendix F


456

Ent history and background


In bringing this to an end, I simply put out the information more for my own desires rather than trying to give any sort of detailed interpretation or background.  If and when I teach one or more of the text (s), I know that there are many other layers and themes that can be examined within all of Tolkien’s writings.    Andrew Light writes:



“ Our future is uncertain, but Tolkien is an entertaining and engaging

guide for us to think about that future.  They ( readers) enter into a landscape


populated by  very different kinds of relationships than are possible in our own


world, though not ones that we cannot imagine ourselves taking part in.  In 

Middle-earth we can be put in relationships with the natural world where we


Come to take responsibility for it because it is so wonderfully different from


ourselves.  This seems a lesson we can take back to our own world to put to 


good use. (163)

Tolkien himself wrote the following when asked about the meaning of life:



…the chief purpose of life, for any one of us, is to increase according 


to our capacity our knowledge of God by all  the means we have, and to be 


moved by it to praise and thanks.  To do as we say in the Gloria in Excelis…


We praise you, we call you holy, we worship you, we proclaim your glory,


we thank you for the greatness of your splendour.  And in moments of 

exaltation we may call on all created things to join in our chorus, speaking


on their behalf… all mountains and hills, all orchards and forests, all things


and birds on the wing. ( as found in Birzer article)

However, and I truly believe that Tolkien would appreciate this,  I end with a poem by

Joyce Kilmer entitled  “Trees”:

TREES

(For Mrs. Henry Mills Alden)
I think that I shall never see
A poem as lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,

And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A Tree that may in Summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;

Who intimately lives in rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,

But only God can make a tree.
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