Unit for Struggling Readers 
Beowulf and The Hobbit—(and selected fantastic fiction which I haven’t yet selected!)
Overview: Much of my student population, who are not in AP or Honors, are reading well below grade level—and probably below high school level. Students proudly tell me they have never read an entire book. I’d like to get them to read, period.
*Objectives:
Resources:

The Collected Beowulf, a graphic novel by Gareth Hinds

Beowulf selections in McDougal/Littel text of British Literature

Online adaptation of Beowulf by Dr. David Breeden:

<http://www.lone-star.net/literature/beowulf/beowulf.html>
*This is a work in progress. Here are some lesson ideas for introducing Beowulf.
Introduction-Quotation Exchange


1. Hand out strips of paper with quotations from Beowulf  to each student 

2. Have students read their quotation strips to each other for about 5 minutes. 

3. Have students return to their seats.  At this point they can   (a) each read their quote aloud to the whole class or  (b) do a quick write or journal entry in which they predict what they think the story will be about based on the quotations they have heard and read. 

4. As a whole class, discuss what students believe the story will be about.  Record student predictions where the whole class can see them. 

5. Read aloud the section of the story from which the quotes were taken.  Either have students take turns reading or have them read in “play” form.  In play form reading, students are selected to read the dialogue of each character as if it were a play and others take turns (usually a page at a time) reading the narrative prose. 

6. After the reading is completed, have the students reflect, either in discussion or in writing, on how their predictions compared with what actually happened in the story.  They could also discuss how what they have read reflects what they may have learned about life in the early Middle Ages. 
  

  Hero’s Journey Map

  

1. Discuss with students how all cultures have hero figures and how even heroes from cultures that appear to be very different from each other often have similarities.

  

2. Use a hero figure with whom students are familiar to explain the hero’s journey chart. (The King Arthur story works well.)


The Hero’s Journey Chart 
a. He establishes his reputation by overcoming hardships or challenges early in his life. 
b. The hero goes on a journey 
c. The hero faces one or more challenges 
d. The hero overcomes the challenges and triumphs 
e. Returns home to his people with a trophy or some item that benefits them 
  

3. After you have gone through the chart once, ask students if they can think of modern mythic heroes who fit this story line.  Most students will come up with some action figures that fit the outline.  (Luke Skywalker in Star Wars is one good example.)

 
