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OVERVIEW:  The ability to respect and accept individual differences has a dramatic impact on the quality of life for all of us.  J.R.R. Tolkien disliked prejudice and segregation, especially segregation of language and literature. In his novel The Fellowship of the Ring, brave little hobbits enlist powerful men and a wizard to help them on a dangerous crusade.  In order for the Fellowship to succeed, there has to be an understanding and acceptance of the other members.

PURPOSE: To increase students’ awareness of cultural differences within the novel.

OBJECTIVES:  As a result of this activity, students will:

1. understand that differences among various groups have a positive impact on Tolkien’s Middle Earth.

2. understand that such differences add to the quality, interest and value needed for the Fellowship journey.

3. realize that although these groups are different, there are many commonalities.

4. support their findings with evidence from the text.

MATERIALS/RESOURCES

1. The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien

2. MLA Handbook
3. Paper, markers and colored pencils

ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:  Now that the class has finished The Fellowship of the Ring, we are going to examine more closely the cultural history for the main groupings in the Fellowship.  There are 5 groups:

1. Men

2. Hobbits

3. Dwarves

4. Elves

5. Wizards

Based on your understanding of the characters, you will be divided into 5 groups. Each group will be given the same topics to research.  For each topic below, your group will be required to write at least a one page summary of your findings and support them with at least 3 quotations from the novel.  Use appropriate MLA parenthetical documentation.
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I.  Physical Appearance/Personality


What do they look like?  How do other characters describe them?  How do they see themselves?  What type of clothing do they wear?  Are there any unusual physical characteristics?  Which physical characteristic is a strength and which is a weakness?  Why?  What type of temperament does this group exhibit?  Which personality trait would be a strength and which one would be a weakness? Why?  What could this group contribute if they were to go on a perilous journey?  How long do they live?

RELATED ACTIVITY:


After you have written your summary for this topic, write a BIOPOEM for one of the characters from this culture. (See attached handout.)

II. Geography


Where in Middle Earth do they live?  Describe the geography of their region.  Is this a hostile or peaceful environment?  What surrounds this region? (Marshes, desert. water, wasteland, mountains, etc.)  How does the geography affect the values and beliefs of this particular group?  How has the group adapted to living in this region?

RELATED ACTIVITY:


Draw a map of this region with the names of places, mountains, rivers, lakes, etc.  Color only.

III.  Values/Belief System


What kind of values do they have?  Which values seem to be the most important?  Why?  How is bravery valued?  What are they willing to die for?  What heroic qualities do they exhibit?  Does this culture use weapons?  If so, describe them and their usages.  Is this a patriarchal or matriarchal society?  What is their relationship to nature?  If applicable, discuss their art and literature.  What does the art and literature say about this society?

RELATED ACTIVITY:  Create a flag, which illustrates 3 values, and explain them.  Color only.
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IV.  Social/Economic System


What type of housing exists in this culture?  Why would this be appropriate?  What forms of transportation are there?  How does their form of transportation relate to their geographic region?  How is this culture organized politically?  Is there a governing body? (Hierarchy, Monarchy, Oligarchy, Tyranny)  How does this culture support itself? (Trade, war, self-sufficient?)  What language does this culture speak?  Is this culture able to communicate with surrounding cultures?  Do they want to associate with others?  Why or why not?  What type of family structure exists?  What do they do for recreation?  How do they preserve their history?  (Lays, songs, books, oral storytelling?)

RELATED ACTIVITY:  Describe a typical day in this culture.

V.  HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION:


How would this culture react if a dragon attacked it? Provide evidence from the novel.

ASSESSMENT:  In groups, students will produce a cultural history and an awareness of the ideas discussed in their reading and in class.
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BIOPOEM

1. First name of subject of the poem. ________________________________

2.  4 traits that describe the character. _______________________________

3.  Relative (brother, sister, daughter) of______________________________

4.  Lover of _________________________________(List 3 things or people).

5.  Who feels________________________________(List 3 things or people).

6.  Who needs _______________________________(List 3 things or people). 

7.  Who fears ________________________________(List 3 things or people).

8.  Who gives ________________________________(List 3 things or people).

9.  Who would like to see ______________________(List 3 things or people).

10.  Resident of _________________________________________________.

11.  Last name or last word________________________________________.
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