1.  Plot Tree Activity

     Instead of using a traditional linear plot line map, try working with a tree plotline map; this seems very fitting!  This could be designed one of two ways.  One way is to   draw, cut out, and post a large tree – must have bare branches.  Then cut out (many schools have die-cut machines) many leaves.  Choose the number of events you want students to chronologically order and have them write the scenes on individual leaves ( you could write events on the leaves and hand them out to the students and have them figure out the correct sequence as well).  The students then place the leaves on the tree.  Some students may even want to work with the roots of the tree.  Another option is to give the students a large piece of butcher paper and have them draw the tree and leaves.

     This tree idea could be extended to “hobbit” family trees, elf trees, etc., literary terms, characterization, and even vocabulary trees.

2.  Apply a Freytag diagram to the novel (or multiple diagrams).  Label parts of the plot that form exposition, rising action, conflicts,  climax, falling action, and resolution.

