The Fellowship – characterization activities

1.  LOTR Backpack Tags

     This activity is a variation of Catherine Schluessler’s “Lord of the Flies Luggage Tags” found in the April 2004 NCTE Classroom Notes Plus.

     This introductory activity is meant to pique students’ interest in characterization in LOTR.  Students will create backpacks for various characters found in LOTR.

     Materials needed for this activity:


Backpack cutouts – use medium weight card stock for this


Colored pencils, crayons, colored markers, fine tip markers

     To begin:  You can either allow students to choose their own character or have them draw for characters.  I make up a set of cards with various characters’ names on them and have each student draw a card.

     Guidelines for backpacks:

· On the front of the backpack, make the character’s name dominant

· Write a quote from the character that best represents him

· Include five adjectives which describe the character

· Draw a symbol that represents the character

· On the back of the backpack, explain why you chose the symbol on the front.  How does it symbolize that character? 

· Write a very brief character profile

The completed backpacks can be used as bookmarks or even as part of a bulletin board display.  This is a great pre-discussion tool as well.

2. Organize a game of charades and act out significant characters, objects, places, and scenes from the story.

3. Identify and discuss the human foibles in hobbit behavior.

