Preserving the Past ( Bulletin board ideas)

Scene Quilt blocks

     Depending on the size of your bulletin board and class, give each student two 8 x 8 white squares.  Ask students to choose their favorite scene from the LOTR novel or Hobbit novel you are studying and draw the scene on one of the squares.  The other square can be used for the written explanation of the chosen scene.  Students can either write a quote about the scene, the importance of the scene, why the chose that particular scene, or a combination of these topics.  Display the scenes and written descriptions on the bulletin board in a manner that resembles a patchwork quilt (picture square followed by written square, followed by picture square, etc.).

Smaug Bulletin Board

     Create a large dragon that can be hung on the bulleting board. If you can’t draw, ask/beg the Art Department for help, or enlarge a small picture of a dragon (using the overhead projector) by tracing it onto large butcher paper.  Ask students to choose the top ten – fifteen (you choose the number) events in The Hobbit.  Thee become the scales of the tail up to the head of the dragon.  Ask the students to “design” jewels for Smaug.  There are several options for the use of the jewels.  1.  Each jewel can simply depict the students’ names and their “reviews” of the novel.  2.  Each jewel can depict a specific character on the adventure.  3.  They can become inter-active by placing a characters/places on some jewels and descriptions on the other jewels.  Students must then match the jewels.  4.  Jewels can be lessons/themes/motifs found in the novel.         5.  Jewels can also have various literary terms on them.

