Pennas Echuir o Enydon

  ON THE ORIGINS OF ENTS :

   They Might Have Been Giants

Prologue: A Plethora of Information

    In HOME and Letters trees abound ;

    Such wealth of lore needs be segmented.

    This assay thence no Huorns shall sound,

    Nor loss of Entwives long-lamented,

    Rather how the Onodrim were found

    And not (as I will show) “invented”.

    So listen now without complaint

    To learn what is an Ent, and ain’t.

Part the First: The History of Middle-earth
  “It will probably work out very differently from this plan when it really gets written, as the thing seems to write

     itself once I get going, as if the truth comes out then, only imperfectly glimpsed in the preliminary sketch. . . .”

  The Return of the Shadow

“Ancient History” as first premonition 
Gandalf imprisoned by the Giant Treebeard

Frodo’s adventure with a fifty-foot evil gardener (drafted in Elvish!)

  The Treason of Isengard

Fangorn “still a hostile figure”

Entish Lands not yet Ettenmoors : OE eoten
Treebeard “finally established as a ‘decent’ sort of person”

Raising the siege of Minas Tirith, or cut out altogether?

Merry and Pippin encounter an Ent (if ya know what I mean)

Part the Second: The Lord of the Rings

  “I did not consciously invent them at all.  The chapter called ‘Treebeard’ was written off more or less as it stands, with an effect on my self (except for labour pains) almost like reading some one else’s work. [. . . .]   I daresay something had been going on in the ‘unconscious’ for some time, and that accounts for my feeling throughout, especially when stuck, that I was not 

inventing but reporting (imperfectly). . . .”

  The Shepherds of the Trees

Fangorn’s song of the Elder Days

The lights and draughts of Wellinghall

Entmoot and the assault upon Isengard

  “Philology, Literature, and Life”

Anglo-Saxon eald enta geweorc : “they grew rather out of their name, than the other way about”

“Great Birnam wood to high Dunsinane hill” : reimagining what Shakespeare squandered

A “mere piece of experience” : the difference between unpossessive love and gardening

  An “Unconscious” Influence, or Sheer Speculation

The interdependence of “legends” and languages : the ongoing evolution of Sindarin

An “abiding linguistic-aesthetic satisfaction” and the O’Donnell Lecture in 1955

Celtic “fundamental unreason” : a “broken stained glass window reassembled without design”

Taliesin and Cad Goddeu : the Battle of the Trees, and Robert Graves (and Ava Gardner)

Part the Third: The Silmarillion
   “There are or were no Ents in the older stories -- because the Ents in fact only presented themselves to my sight, without premeditation or any previous conscious knowledge, when I came to Chapter IV in Book Three.  But since Treebeard

 shows knowledge of the drowned land of Beleriand. . . . they will have to come in.”

 “Do then any of the Valar suppose that I did not hear all the Song?  Behold!”

The mercy of Iluvatar upon Aule as sub-maker, and the entreaty of Yavanna

Anaxartaron Onyalie : “Of the Ents and the Eagles”

 “But I can foresee one action that they took, not without a bearing on The L.R.”

Beren and Luthien in Ossiriand : Dor Firn-i-Guinar

The ambush at Sarn Athrad and the taking back of the Nauglamir

The ruin of Doriath and the escape of Elwing with the Silmaril

Coda: “In the Willow-Meads of Tasarinan”

  “If a ragnarok would burn all the slums and gas-works, and shabby garages, and long arc-lit suburbs, it could for me burn all the works of art – and I’d go back to trees.”

