MENU

To the Teacher:

The activities in this unit are designed for the teacher who has little or no experience teaching Tolkien.  I have tried to make it very flexible.  You could do one or two activities with your class.  Most will work well with The Hobbit or with The Lord of the Rings.  Likewise, the unit could be stretched to cover several weeks, even an entire semester with “An Evening in Middle-earth” as a culminating activity.

The idea behind “An Evening in Middle-earth” is to put together a program for the students to demonstrate what they have learned.  The “Dessert” section includes ideas about costumes, food, decorations, etc.  This can be a wonderful evening for parents, as well as for the students.  It could be held on an important Middle-earth holiday such as March 25 (the day the ring was destroyed) or September 22 (the date of Bilbo’s and Frodo’s birthday).

The unit is organized as follows:

1. Appetizers – Biography of J.R.R. Tolkien, Layers in Tolkien

2. Entrees – Cross-curricular classroom activities

3. Drinking Songs – Song parodies

4. Entertainment Between Courses – Poetry and Reader’s Theatre

5. Desserts – Ideas for Invitations, Decorations, and Costumes; Recipes

6. Filling Up the Corners – List of Book and On-line Resources

I hope this will be of great benefit to teachers who are approaching Tolkien in the classroom for the first time as well as for those teachers who are looking for some fresh ideas that will help to generate excitement about Tolkien.

