Lesson Plan - World Geography 7 – Physical Features of Middle Earth
Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to utilize a list of geographic terms that they have already learned to identify, and will be able to find these physical features on maps of both the United States and Middle Earth provided to them.

Materials:
Physical map of the United States

List of physical features used by geographers

Map(s) of Middle Earth taken from The Atlas of Middle Earth – These could include pp. 52-53, 88-89, 92-93, or others as selected.

DVD/video of appropriate section of The Lord of the Rings,I, II, or III

Understanding and imagination!

Procedures:
1. Students will review a list of physical features that they have already learned.  These features will be listed in Appendix A.

2. Students will be given maps of the United States, and will give examples of each of these physical features in the United States.

3. Students will review their examples of physical features in the United States with a partner to insure that they have a clear understanding of each of these physical features.

4. Students will then receive maps of Middle Earth taken from Karen Wynn Fonstad’s The Atlas of Middle Earth.  They will work with a partner to identify the same physical features on the map(s) of Middle Earth that they identified on the map of the United States. 

5. Students will then share with the class what they found in small group sharing

6. Finally, students will watch a short (7-10 minute) clip from the movie, and will then identify at least 5 physical features of Middle Earth they see in the movie, and how they can tell that it’s that particular physical feature. 

Assessment:

1. Each group’s list of the physical features of both the United States and Middle Earth will be collected and graded based on quality of the work, and the finding of all geographic terms/physical features.

2. The list of physical features from the movie will be graded based on the accuracy and explanation, based on both state geography and writing standards.

3. Anecdotal assessment as appropriate.

Pennsylvania Standards Addressed:

7.2.9 A – Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the physical characteristics of places and regions, including landform regions.

7.2.9 B - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the dynamics of the fundamental processes that underlie the operation of physical systems, including erosion, plate tectonics, and natural hazards.

7.4.9 A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the impacts of physical systems on people, including how people depend on and modify their own physical systems, and adjust their ways of life in hazard prone areas.   

Appendix A – Geographic Terms for Students to be Aware Of

1. plateau



11. waterfall

2. mountain



12. rapids

3. sea




13. stream

4. river




14. intermittent stream

5. lake




15. ocean

6. forest



16. glacier

7. island




17. icecap

8. peninsula



18. plains

9. hill




19. volcano

10.marsh



20. bay

