Lesson Plan # 7 - Tolkien’s View of the Industrial Revolution as Seen

                     Through the Eyes of Peter Jackson 

Objective:

  By the end of this lesson, students will have a better understanding of how the Industrial Revolution changed life in both Great Britain and the United States.  Students will develop an understanding of both positive and negative aspects of the Industrial Revolution, and will be able to analyze the differences between Tolkien’s views of the Industrial Revolutions, and the views evidenced in the film version of Tolkien’s book, The Lord of the Rings.  

Materials:

· Chapter 4, The Fellowship of the Ring

· Textbook – material on Industrial Revolution
· Worksheet on Industrial Revolution
· Readings on problems of Industrial Revolution
· Critical Thinking questions based on Chapter 4 of The Fellowship of the Ring

· DVD/VHS tape of both The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers

· DVD/VHS tape player 
Procedures:

Day 1

1. Students will read the text to get a basic understanding of the Industrial Revolution.
2. Short lecture (15-20 minutes) on the Industrial Revolution.

3. Hand out worksheet on the Industrial Revolution – have students complete these with a partner.

4. Review worksheet with students.
5. Give out readings on problems of Industrial Revolution.  These may include readings on child labor, safety problems, dangerous machinery, low wages, or any other issues of interest.  Students will read these articles for homework.
Day 2:

1. Students will work with a partner and develop a list of positive and negative aspects of the Industrial Revolution.

2. Students will read chapter four of The Fellowship of the Ring,focusing on the description of industry, especially the roles of dwarves and orcs.  Students will utilize this chapter to develop an understanding of Tolkien’s view toward industry.

3. Students will watch the industrial scenes from both The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers to understand Jackson’s interpretation of Tolkien’s view of industry.

4. Students will write an essay for homework that will ask for what they see as Tolkien’s view of the growth of industry, which they will compare with the views shown by Jackson in the movies. This will be compared with the text’s view of the Industrial Revolution.  They will work on this in class, and the final draft (250-400 words) will be due the next class.

Assessment:

1. Day 1 worksheets will be collected, and assessed for accuracy

2. Final essays will be assessed based on the Pennsylvania State Writing Standards, as well as for accuracy of information.

3. Anecdotal assessment on an ongoing basis.

Pennsylvania Standards Addressed:

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.2.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills to read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.   

Geography 7.3.9D - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to explain the human characteristics of places and regions by their economic activities.

Economics 6.1.9A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to analyze the similarities and differences in economic systems.

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.5.8A - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to write with a sharp, distinct focus.

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening – 1.5.8B - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

History 8.2.9 D - Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential, and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to identify and analyze conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations from 1787-1914.

