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C. Parker--Honors English 4 or AP Literature and Composition

UNIT: Beowulf, LOTR, and selected short Speculative Fiction
OBJECTIVE: To awaken an appreciation of the fantastic or speculative fiction as the oldest form of literature and a form with literary merit. 
· Students will read various critical essays on fantasy and/or Tolkien in order to understand how to approach this literature.

· After close reading of the selected texts, students will write literary analyses on the literature, with essays including a clear thesis supported by well-expressed interpretations and relevant textual evidence.
RESOURCES

Essays:

From Mediations on Middle-Earth, Karen Haber, ed.

· “Tolkien After All These Years” by Douglas A. Anderson

· “How Tolkien Means” by Orson Scott Card

· “The Tale Goes Ever On” by Charles De Lint

· “On Tolkien and Fairy-Stories” by Terri Windling

From The Language of the Night by Ursula Le Guin

· “Why Are Americans Afraid of Dragons?”
· “The Child and the Shadow”

· “Myth and Archetype in Science Fiction”

(Possible selections from Zimbardo & Isaacs Understanding the Lord of the Rings—when I have a chance to read more of it!)

Books:

The Lord of the Rings

Beowulf

The Year’s Best Fantasy & Horror (and/or other anthologies—still researching!)
Novels for literature circles (still researching—any recommendations?):

Ender’s Game




The Lathe of Heaven

The Handmaid’s Tale

The Left Hand of Darkness

Brave New World

1984
any Harry Potter

Part one: LOTR
ACTIVITIES

1. a. Review of Hero’s Journey—see website http://ias.berkeley.edu/orias/hero/
 (I will probably project this using dept. LCP)
    b. Propp’s map of the fairy story (see handout # 1)

2. Reading in groups of 3-4 of selected essays. Students will: 

· read the articles together, 

· compile their consensus on a poster of the key ideas presented in their essays, and 

· share with the rest of the class.
3. Reading of LOTR with tracking poster assignment (see handout #2)—motifs may be assigned to individuals or groups. Students should be prepared to read closely and annotate their books. (see handout # 3).

Web sites with tips on close reading strategies:

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/reading_lit.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_fiction.html
4. Presentations of tracking posters or “gallery walk.”
For the latter, students will hang up their posters for a silent review by the class. Each student will fill out a review sheet on the posters for handing in or as a basis for class discussion.

5. Analytical essays about theme using data compiled with tracking poster assignment.

