Entrees

Here are some suggestions for activities that can be done in the classroom along with the study of a Tolkien book.  They would also work well as lead-ins to “An Evening in Middle-earth.”

Reading Activity #1

This activity can lead up to “An Evening in Middle-earth.”  It could be done on the day of the banquet to prepare the students for the evening ahead.

Favorite Tolkien Passage

Students should choose their favorite passage from The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, or another of Tolkien’s works.  They can take turns reading their favorite passage (or a portion of it) and explain why they chose it.

Reading/Writing Activity #2

Archetype and Motif Search

Explain to the students that an archetype is a universal type or symbol that can be found through all cultures and times.  They are primordial, subconscious images.  One archetype is mother.  Everyone has had a mother and understands the concept of the mother.  Images of mother such as Mother Earth or the Virgin Mary are universal concepts.  Motifs are not as universal.  One author may use the motif of snow throughout her novel as a sign that something bad is going to happen.  A reader living in a desert climate would have difficulty imagining what snow is.  

Instructions:

Find examples of archetypes in the Tolkien literature that is being studied, then trace the archetype through other works of literature that you have studied.  Some archetypes in Tolkien include the hero, the guide, light and shadow, etc.  And/or find an example of a motif, such as weather, waterways, swords, etc. and demonstrate how Tolkien uses the motif in various ways throughout the novel.
Writing/Art Activity #3




Haiku Portraits

Below are some haiku written to describe various characters from The Lord of the Rings.  They were written by Don Studebaker, Ted Johnstone, and others.


Moon-silver beauty; 



Snowy brows, blue eyes;


Soft song bringing ancient tears

A flash of fire and thunder—


To the elven-lords.



The old grey pilgrim.



--Luthien Tinuviel



--Gandalf


Darkness wore a cloak; 


Tall, straight, leather-hard;


Wrapping for a pale rider


Blood of past and future kings,


Astride a black horse. 



With a broken sword.



--Nazgul




--Aragorn


Beneath the black crown;


Red, in a skull of blue fire,


The Eye burns with hate.



--Sauron

Suggested Activities:

1. Encourage the students to notice the pattern of the poems.  If they are not familiar with the haiku form, explain that it is based on an old form of Japanese poetry.  Every haiku includes fourteen syllables usually arranged in a five syllable, seven syllable, and five syllable pattern.  Haiku do not rhyme, but their power comes from the simple imagery. A haiku describes a person, bird, flower, or blade of grass in a frozen moment of time.  Your students may notice other aspects of these haiku.  The first line tends to be made up of adjectives and nouns.  The second line includes a verbal or a noun modified by a prepositional phrase.  And the third line may be a prepositional phrase, a short sentence, or a noun phrase.

2. The students can write their own haiku.  There are certainly plenty of characters for them to describe.  This same activity could be done with characters from The Hobbit or another of Tolkien’s stories.  These haiku work as riddles, as well.

3. The haiku will make lovely decorations for the classroom or the Middle-earth banquet, especially with some original artwork.  Students could also write haiku about places, creatures, and events in Middle-earth.

Family History/Art Activity #4

Hobbit Family Trees

Just as Tolkien traces hobbit family trees in his books, students can make their own family tree. 

Instructions:   Draw a tree on poster board.  Starting at the bottom of the leafy part of the tree, write your own name and siblings’ names (if applicable).  Above your name, put your father and your mother, then continue up the tree tracing your family history.  Below the names, you could write small notes about each person, maybe an interesting fact, what he or she did for a living, accomplishments, etc.  You can decorate the tree by drawing pictures or pasting photographs of family members.

Geography/Writing/Art Activity #5

Writing in a New World

This activity explores the way in which Tolkien used maps to help generate his stories and characters.

Instructions:

1. Draw a map of a fantasy place.  It could be a castle, forest, swamp, open grassland, mountain, etc.  Name various features such as towns, rivers, mountains, oceans, etc.

2. Think about what kind of people or creatures would live in your fantasy place.  What might they wear?  How do they earn the food they eat?  Do they have children or offspring?  Do they go to school?  What is the weather like in your fantasy place?  

3. Decide why your character(s) would want to get to, leave, or travel across this place.  Write a short story in which your character(s) move through the new world that your have created.  Make sure you keep in mind what kind of terrain you have given your world.  How fast could your characters move through it?  What difficulties or obstacles would they face?

Discussion/Writing Activity #6

Food in Middle-earth

This activity works especially well if you bring in “Middle-earth” food for your students or preparing for the Middle-earth banquet.

Instructions:

1. Find examples from the text of food and eating.  For example, the Maggots’ mushrooms and bacon meal, Goldberry’s table, the “homelike enough” meal at the Prancing Pony, and Sam’s herbs and stewed rabbit.

2. Discuss ways in which Tolkien uses feasting and eating (including smoking and drinking, if appropriate) to illustrate the characters of the hobbits.  How does this social interaction provide a respite from the dangers that the hobbits and then the fellowship encounter.  Does the feasting show up less and less as The Lord of the Rings goes along?  If so, why?  How much is music and singing an integral part of the feasting?

3. Write about eating and feasting in today’s culture as well as in your own family.  How is eating connected to holidays and family celebrations?  Is music and singing an integral part of feasting today?  What reasons do we have for celebrating and feasting?  How have television, microwaves, and fast-food eateries affected our eating patterns.  Compare or contrast your own feelings and experiences with food and celebrations to the examples you discussed from The Lord of the Rings.

Writing Activity #7





Tom Bombadil, Where Are You?

This activity can separate your book readers from your movie watchers.

Instructions:

It’s true.  The Tom Bombadil chapters in The Lord of the Rings do slow down the narrative and do not have much importance in the Frodo and the ring plot.  Tom tends to get left out of radio-dramatized and movie versions of the book.  Why?   Write an essay in which you suggest reasons for Tom Bombadil’s inclusion in The Lord of the Rings.  Why did Tolkien keep him in the book after revising it so many times?  Why do filmmakers leave him out?  What purpose does he serve in Tolkien’s world?  Where does he fit?  He is not a valar, maiar, elf, man, etc.  So why not just leave him out?

