Beowulf lines for “tea (or cocktail) party”

With envy and anger an evil spirit endured the dole in his dark abode

he heard each day the din of revel high in the hall

there harps rang out, clear song of the singer.
WENT he forth to find at fall of night that haughty house
grim and greedy, he grasped betimes, wrathful, reckless, from resting-places, thirty of the thanes

thence he rushed fain of his fell spoil, faring homeward,
laden with slaughter

the evil one ambushed old and young death-shadow dark, and dogged them still

Such heaping of horrors the hater of men, lonely roamer, wrought unceasing, harassings heavy

A stout wave-walker he bade make ready
waves were churning sea with sand

the sailors bore on the breast of the bark their bright array

they bore o'er the gangway glittering shields, war-gear in readiness

Corselets glistened hand-forged, hard;on their harness bright the steel ring sang

STONE-BRIGHT the street:1 it showed the way to the crowd of clansmen

spears of the seafarers stood together, gray-tipped ash

the warriors' leader his word-hoard unlocked

a scathing monster, dark ill-doer, in dusky nights
shows terrific his rage unmatched

Then shone the boars2over the cheek-guard; chased with gold, keen and gleaming

I hope to give the good youth gold for his gallant thought

his breastplate gleamed, war-net woven by wit of the smith

Themselves had seen me from slaughter come blood-flecked from foes

with gripe alone must I front the fiend and fight for life,
foe against foe
his shall I be, dyed in gore, if death must take me

my blood-covered body he'll bear as prey, ruthless devour it

the roamer-lonely, with my life-blood redden his lair in the fen

when the daylight broke, all the boards of the benches blood-besprinkled, gory the hall

A henchman attended, carried the carven cup in hand,
served the clear mead

Then was this mead-house at morning tide dyed with gore

Oft minstrels sang blithe in Heorot

Winter's storm rolled the rough waves

Naked swords, as we swam along, we held in hand

churning waves and chillest weather, darkling night, and the northern wind ruthless rushed on us 
yet me 'gainst the monsters my mailed coat, hard and hand-linked, help afforded

'Twas granted me, though, to pierce the monster with point of sword, with blade of battle

ME thus often the evil monsters thronging threatened

the billows sank, so that I saw the sea-cliffs high, windy walls
Together we twain on the tides abode five nights full till the flood divided us,
What a deal hast uttered, dear my Unferth, drunken with beer

Quotes are from the battle with Grendel found at this website, “Beowulf in Hypertext”:
<http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/~beowulf/main.html>
Quotation Exchange: “Tea Party” 

I have been in three workshops where we’ve used this strategy for introducing a work. When I was in the NEH Shakespeare class, it was called a “Cocktail Party.”

I have used this introduction with Beowulf, Hamlet, Oedipus, Arcadia and others—sometimes in the classroom with snacks, sometimes outside on the lawn.

It always went over well, and many of my students need that excuse to get out of their seats and move around.

Directions:

1. Hand out strips of paper with quotations from Beowulf to each student.

2. Students must mingle and move around as though they are at a party. They must read their lines to all of the other students. Students are not allowed to say anything but their lines.
3. Have students return to their seats. At this point they can (a) each read his quote aloud to (b) do a quick write or journal entry predicting what they think the story will be about based on the quotations they have heard and read.

4. As a whole class, discuss what students believe the story will be about. Record student predictions where the whole class can see them. 
5. Read aloud the section of the story from which the quotes were taken. Either have students take turns reading or have them read in “play” form. In play form reading, students are selected to read the dialogue of each character as if it were a play and others take turns (usually a page at a time) reading the narrative prose.

6. after the reading is completed, have the students reflect, either in discussion or in writing, on how their predictions compared with what actually happened in the story. 
